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Introduction 

The Beginning of the American Legion Riders 

In the fall of 1993 Chuck (Tramp) Dare shared a dream with then Post Commander 
(Polka) Bill Kaledas at the American Legion Post 396 in Garden City, Michigan. The 
idea came about to start a motorcycle association that would operate within the 
American Legion. The idea was to provide an atmosphere whereas Post, Auxiliary 
and S.A.L.. members, who shared an enthusiasm for motorcycles, could come to-
gether. It was meant to be a family oriented group. 

Not knowing how to start this group up, and stay within the scope of the Ameri-
can Legion, a letter was written to then Department Adjutant Hubert Hess. In his 
November 19th, 1993 reply he stated that it “Sounds like a great idea”. In this 
letter, and follow-up phone conversations, he gave us instructions on how to man-
age this program at our Post. He also provided us information on how to get ap-
proval for the use of the American Legion Emblem. We then sought to get this 
program recognized through our Post Membership. The idea was brought up at 
our Post meeting to have our Post sponsor the group to be known as the 
“American Legion Riders”. It was passed by our members and thus became the 
birth of the first American Legion Riders group. 

We started with just a small group. Within a few months we grew to nineteen 
members. We worked on developing a set of by-laws to help us to provide struc-
ture to our group. We designed an emblem for the American Legion Riders. This 
emblem, contained within its design, the emblem of the American Legion. Work-
ing closely with our Department Adjutant we were able to gain approval, by the 
national headquarters of the American Legion, to have our emblem manufactured 
for our group. This emblem is worn today by Legion Rider groups throughout the 
country. 
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Introduction (Continued) 

and Nation. We did such things as putting on a “Bingo” at the VA Hospital, putting 
on fundraisers for local charities, participating in motorcycle “runs” to raise mon-
ey for charity and participation in ceremonies and parades. We did have some 
Post members who thought, in the beginning, that we would be just a bunch of 
“Bikers”. After seeing the kinds of things we did, we gained a lot of respect in both 
the American Legion community as well as our own community. 

In 1996 we had an article published about the American Legion Riders in the 

American Legion National publication of the “Dispatch”. An article in the American 

Legion Magazine soon followed up this article. In about 1996 “Tramp” moved to 

Texas, where he did a great job of promoting the Legion Rider program there. To-

day, there are groups of American Legion Riders throughout the country. 

Who benefits from forming an American Legion Riders Group?  

We all do!!!! Many of the groups, in existence today, have all had stories where 

some of their Post members were a little reluctant to let a group of “Bikers” in to 

their Post. After seeing what these groups were doing for the American Legion 

their opinion soon changed. Not only did the Post welcome them, but in most cas-

es did what they could to help support their efforts, by participating in some of 

the groups fundraising events. There are also many stories where the American 

Legion Riders group worked in conjunc�tion with the Post to sponsor a program. 

The Post was glad to have their help and the Rid�ers were honored to be asked. 

We were able to break down some barriers. Just because one person wears a 

leather motorcycle jacket and another wears a golf shirt and slacks, we now know 

that we can work together to promote the aims and purposes of the Ameri�can 

Legion.. We have done it, and everyone involved was able to see the benefit.  
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Introduction (Continued) 

As stated, it is to be able to work with the Local Post to assist in promoting the 

American Legion.  

Membership, Membership, Membership!! Literally every Post program of the 

American Legion Riders has brought in members that may not have joined the 

American Legion were it not for the Riders program. The Riders program has been 

able to spark a new in�terest to join the American Legion. Some of these mem-

bers, who joined for the Legion Rider program, have gone on to serve as Officers 

within their Post. Conversely, we have also had Post members go out and pur-

chase motorcycles just to join the Riders. There was one story from a Post that re-

cently started an American Legion Riders group. It ad�vertised for the first 

meeting of the group. They originally intended for only about six or seven mem-

bers to show up to the first meeting. When the meeting started they had several 

people wanting to join, nine of these people were joining the American Legion 

that night so that they could become members of the Legion Riders. Have you had 

a program that has brought in that many new members in one night lately? Pure 

enjoyment!! The program was designed to have people work together and enjoy 

themselves. It may be a group of Riders working on a fundraiser for a local charity, 

it may be just a warm summer evening ride together or maybe just sitting at the 

Post sharing stories. It’s all about members working together and playing together 

– it is there for them to enjoy.  

Bill Kaledas  

 



 5 

Captain Charles F. Thomas IV 

6/13/46—4/8/71 

HQ & SVC BTRY, 3RD BN, 319TH ARTILLERY, 173RD ABN BDE, USARV 

Army of the United States  
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PREAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following 

purposes: To demonstrate the principles of responsible motorcycling as 

set forth in the Rider’s Response: “We. Your American Legion Riders, 

Ride for God and Country, The   American Legion Family, and Allied  

Veterans everywhere, Protect those that protect us. Amen”. To serve as 

examples of responsible American Patriotism; to uphold and defend the 

Constitution of The United States of America; to serve our comrades as 

set forth in the Preamble to The Constitution of The American Legion. 
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Who We Are! 

   We are the American Legion Riders, Florida, Chapter 117 of The    
American Legion, Charles F. Thomas IV, Post 117, 189     Veterans Drive, 
Palm Bay, Florida, 32909. 

   The American Legion Riders is not an M/C, and does not  practice M/C 
rules or regulations. The American Legion Riders is family oriented, just 
as its parent organization: The American Legion. 

   The American Legion Riders are members of the American  Legion, 
Sons of the American Legion and the Legion Auxiliary who are also      
motorcycle enthusiasts. The American Legion Riders were formed… 

 To participate in parades and other ceremonies that are in keeping 
with the aims and purposes of the American Legion. 
 
 To promote motorcycle safety programs and to provide a    social        
atmosphere for American Legion members who share the same interest.  
 
 To use our association to promote and support programs of the    
American Legion. 
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American Legion Rider 

Oath 

 

“I _____________, do solemnly pledge myself; to perform faithfully and 

impartially; the duties of the office; in the  

American Legion Riders Chapter _____; that I am about to  

assume; And I Further pledge; I will support the goals and  

principals of The American Legion; I attest that I am not a  

member of; and do not subscribe to; the principles of any  

motorcycle club or group; opposed to our form of  

government.”  
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RIDERS CREED 

R 

Riders dedicate themselves to the success of the American Legion. I know that, 

through my efforts, I can make a difference. 

 I 

 I alone am responsible for myself and to my fellow riders. I will conduct myself 

with the highest degree of integrity and honor. 

 D 

 Deeds, not words, create change. I will persevere against any and all things that 

prevent my success. My resolve and strength will overcome all obstacles. 

 E 

Each rider is first a member of the American Legion Family. I will actively  

participate in willingly support their endeavors. 

R 

Readily will I join other riders in activities and events which support our missions. I 

will do so gladly knowing I volunteered to be an American Legion Rider. 

S 

Success is the only acceptable conclusion. I will allow nothing to dissuade 

me or impede me from service to my family, community, country and  

especially our Veterans. 
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THE LAST RIDE 

I stood and I watched as my Brother rode by 

It wasn’t the way it should be 

He rode not his bike, but in a long black cage 

And he rode by himself not with me. 

But I shed not a tear for this Brother of mine 

For he lived free and loved his lifestyle 

So ride on my Brother and rest in peace 

Till we meet again after while 

And when my time comes to take that last ride 

You can bet it’ll be with a smile 

Cause I love to ride and I’ll be going home 

So I’ll enjoy it to the very last  mile. 

          Provided by Rider Chaplain Leah Guljord (credit: In The Light Urns) 
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Rest in Heaven  

Fellow Riders 

 

Frank Respante                                              

01/05/51—06/30/22                                   

 

Gene Pilot Jr 

Charter Member 

8/28/48—12/29/22 

 

Tommy Ratcliffe 

  9/29/48—1/3/23 
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June 2022 

Events Calendar 
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The American Legion, Department of Florida 103rd Statewide  

Convention 

Orlando, Florida 

June 16-19, 2022 

 

Post 117, Commander Bill Davidson 

receiving Special Olympics Level of  

Excellence Award 

Commander Bill Davidson, Bruce  

Cromer, Adjutant and Brent Jackson, 

Post 117 
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Installation of Officers 

June 25, 2022—June 15, 2023 

Incoming Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Brian Yancey 

Ass’t Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stan Wood 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheila Cline Burns 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bobby Dye 

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leah Guljord 

Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Smith 

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dana Jackson 

Road Captain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeff Cox 

Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Yancey 

Merchandise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dana Jackson 

 

 

 

Installation of Officers 

Swearing In Ceremony 

American Legion Post 

117—25 Jun 2022 
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Post Calendar 

July 2022 
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Frank Respante 

Celebration of Life—Post 117 

July 10, 2022 
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Starr Benefit Ride 

July 30, 2022 

Rider’s Chaplain Leah Guljord providing  

Prayer over all participants -Post 117 

 

Starr & Hollis Batten & her family mem-

ber at Camp Holly 

Raised $1000.00 

15 Bikes/4 C&P/28 Total /2744 miles 
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Post Calendar 

August 2022 
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D6R Unity Ride 

August 13, 2022 

 

Post 219—Fruitland Park, FL –Pre-Breakfast meal prior to ride. 

Supporting D6,  Jim Fournier, Lisa Meeks, Tim Morris, 

Karen Ortiz, Glen Weyant (D20), Brent & Dana Jackson, 

Paul  Perkins, Stanley Wood, Brian & Natalia Yancey     

6 Bikes/10 Total ; 1/D20 Rider/1276 miles 
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Jocelyn “JoJo” Benefit Run—Post 117 

August 27, 2022 

 

 

<<Robert Smith 

& 

JoJo Lugo 

Getting ready to 

head out on bene-

fit ride! 

49 Bikes/ 70      

Total/3150 miles 

Raised $3605 

JoJo & Joshua “JJ” Lugo, Jayleen & Genesis Quinones, Post 117 
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17th American Legion Legacy Run 

Alabama to Wisconsin 

August 21—25, 2022 

 

 

Tim Morris & Brent Jackson attend-

ed the Legacy Run which is a 1200 

mile ride that starts at the USS Ala-

bama     Memorial Park in Mobile, 

Alabama and travels through Missis-

sippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, Mis-

souri, and Illinois. End location is 

Milwaukee, WI which is the site of 

the 2022 American Legion National 

Convention.  

(Information gathered from 

www.legion.org website) 

           Missouri’s National Veteran’s Memori-

al                

Barry Roberts Department Chaplain Florida & 

2 Bikes/ 2 Total/6930 miles 
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The American Legion, 103rd National Convention 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

August 26—September 1, 2022 

 

 

Lin Marcheggiani 

Tim Morris—Post 117 

Joe Marcheggiani, (D6 CDR), 

Melanie Caputo 

Bruce Carl –Central Area 

Commander, & Rick 

Orzechowski (Post 72) 

 

Brent Jackson >>>>>> 
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Newsletter (July/August 2022) 

Fellow Legion Riders, Let us first thank all the 2021 – 2022 Officers for 

an outstanding year and a job well done. Lots of miles for our favorite 

charities and programs; all the things we’re about as AL Riders. To all our 

volunteers who’ve worked so hard to support us throughout the year 

THANK YOU! Our success as a group truly depends on your involvement. 

We know how hard it is to find time in our busy schedules to volunteer, 

but volunteering is what sets us apart. AL Riders, you are the ones that 

will make this coming year successful! So please raise your hand and 

help us out as we move into another season and continue the ALR 117 

legacy of supporting our veterans & charities. Let us know your thoughts 

on how we can improve. Please attend the monthly meetings, you will 

find out about upcoming rides and events. Meetings along with Face-

book and Chimp mail are our means to communicate with you. Until 

then, keep an eye on your email for upcoming events. If you’re not re-

ceiving emails, let us know! Thanks to all those who’ve stepped up and 

were elected as new incoming Officers for 2022 - 2023 we look forward 

to our fellow Riders support in making this another record year. This is a 

new learning curve for some of us, but with your help and help of our 

new Officers let’s set this year on fire with enjoyable rides & events.    

Brian Yancey Director, Chapter 117  
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Post Calendar 

September 2022 

 

 32 

Doc Holiday Birthday Bash—Post 117 

September, 10, 2022 

 

Doc Holiday >>>>> 

<<<<Terry Struven, Andy Campbell 

Tom Ratcliffe &  

Robert Smith>>> 

5 Bikes/5 C&P/10 Total 120 miles 

Raised $745 
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Patriot’s Day 

September 11, 2022 

 

Palm Bay Fire  

Station Staff, Bobby Dye, 

Police Officer, Robert 

Smith, & Stan Wood 

13 Bikes/2 C&P/   

15 Total 705 miles 

Kevin McGarry 

Ken Brody 

William whitney 

Palm Bay Fire 

Dept Staff 

Lee Dickens 

Riders delivering 

food to EMT/PD in 

Malabar & Palm 

Bay, Malabar FL 

 34 

Florida’s 2nd Seven Bridges POW/MIA Remembrance Day Ride 

September 17, 2022 

 

Event was attended by Post 117 & Post 20 

Members: 

Brent Jackson, Tim Morris,  

Karen Ortiz, and  Glenn Weyant (CH20) - Start 

point was  

Jacksonville, FL 

3 Bikes/4 total/ 1800 miles +1 D20 Rider 
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Post Calendar 

October 2022 

 36 

ALR Chapter 101 

Out-of-District Merry-Go-Round, 

October 2, 2022 

Brent Jackson, Tim Morris, & 

Dana Jackson—Outside of Post 

166, Homosassa—end point 

<<<Outside of Post 101, Bush-

nell, FL 

Inverness—Briefing 

2 Bikes/3 Total/386 miles 
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Palm Bay Swat Team Benefit Run 

October 8, 2022 

 

Bobby Dye, Stan Wood, Glen Weyant, Eric 

Spellman, Robert Smith—Post 117 

26 Bikes/37 Total/3589 miles Raised $455 

 

SWAT 

TEAM 

<<<<< 

Robert  

Smith 

>>>>> 
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Bi-Annual D6R Lake Okeechobee Run 

Oct 26, 2022 

 

Attended by Brian Yancey, Stan Wood, Robert Smith & Tim Morris 

11.5 hours 357 miles—hours counted toward Merry-Go-Round 

5 Bikes/5 Total/1785 miles 
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District 12 (D12) Halloween Run 

October 29, 2022 

 

 

<<Brian Yancey     & Leah Guljord making 

pit stop at Post 359-Port St John, Ti-

tusville, Florida  

6 bikes/8 Total/1056 miles—Also Merry-Go-Round 
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Newsletter (Sep/Oct 2022) 

Fellow Legion Riders, July and August have been hotter than usual, but 

we’ve still gotten out and rode for charities and special events. Thank 

you all for making Starr’s and Jojo’s events successful. Thank you to 

those that went to District 6 and participated in their District Unity Ride. 

They were appreciative as well and told me they would be over to partic-

ipate in our next 12th District Unity Ride. To all our volunteers who’ve 

worked so hard to support us through the last two months, THANK YOU! 

Our success as a group truly depends on your involvement. Please attend 

the monthly meetings, you will find out about upcoming rides and 

events. Meetings along with Facebook and Chimpmail are ours means to 

communicate with you. It doesn’t slow down! As it hopefully begins to 

cool, there will be more rides and events. The Palm Bay SWAT Team ride 

will be coming up. The District Picnic at Wickham Park is October 22, I’m 

sure we have a group Ride In. And the entire month of October is Merry-

Go-Round supporting the Department Commander’s charity for Children 

and Youth Programs. Get ready for Kick Stands Up! Brian Yancy Director, 

Chapter 117 ridersdirector@al117.com  
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Post Calendar 

November 2022 

 42 

Patriot Bikers 

Navy UDT-Seal Muster Ride 

November 5, 2022 

Brent & Dana Jackson—Fort Pierce 

Briefing before heading into museum 

1 Bike/2 Total/108 miles 



 43 

Mike Kelly’s Kids Without A Christmas Run 

November 12, 2022 

 

 

Santa John Pettinicchio Jr 

Bobby 

Dye & 

Stan 

Wood 

Post 

117 

32 Bikes/47 Total/2773 miles                           

Raised $1752 

 44 

Gene Pilot’s Benefit Ride 

November 19, 2022 

American Legion Post 117 

 

Riders from the District joined in on the Benefit Ride! Thank you! 

38 Bikes/56 Total/3360 miles  

Raised $1485 
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Post Calendar 

December 2022 

 46 

28th Annual Bruce Rossmeyer 

Ride for Children Benefiting Camp Boggy Creek 

December 11, 2022 

 

 

 

Brent & Dana Jackson, Rick Johnson, Karen 

Ortiz Glen Weyant—Corey’s Bagel Shop—Pre 

breakfast ride 

3 Bikes/5 Total/794 

David Ashby-Rider’s Director Post 10, Dana & 

Brent Jackson, Anita Hutchinson, Post 55, 

Eustis, Florida 



 47 

WWII Veteran Sergeant Irwin “Brownie” Brown 

Drive-By 

December 11, 2022 

Brownie’s 

100th Birth-

day Drive-

by Yellow 

Dog Café 

48 Bikes 

C&P 17 

78 Total 

1170 miles 

 48 

Wreaths Across America 

Fountainhead Funeral Home & Memorial Park 

December 17, 2022 

 

 

 

Commander Bill Da-

vidson & CH Donna  

Walkowiak laying 

wreath on CPT 

Charles F. Thomas IV 

grave site. 

6 Bikes/3 C&P/9   

Total/99 miles 



 49 

Riders Fire Truck Escort 

In Support of Auxillary Christmas 

December 17, 2022 

 

 

Rider Tim Morris “Santa” 

with grandbaby Count 

Valentine Kirchner      

supporting the  

Auxillary Children’s 

Christmas Party at Post 

117. 

13 Bikes/1 C&P/             

14 Total/56 miles 

Palm Bay Fire Department 

Rider Brent Jackson with 

Gbaby Serenity 

 50 

Patrick Space Force Base 

Children’s Christmas Project 

December 17, 2022 

 

 

 

Tim Morris, Brent & Dana 

Jackson  deliver X-mas pre-

sents to PSFB Airmen. Funded 

by The American Legion    

Riders Department of Florida 

Tim Morris 

Brent Jackson 

Kim Oaks 

Dana Jackson 

At Walmart shop-

ping! Viera, FL 

Legion Members Tim Morris, Kim Oaks, Brent 

&Dana Jackson, Lisa Meeks, Bruce & Donna      

Walkowiak, Shiela Cline Burns and others for your 

help in making this a successful Christmas for the 

kids.  
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Newsletter (Nov/Dec 2022) 

Fellow Legion Riders, September and October are in the books and 

we’ve gotten out and rode for charities and special events. Our pancake 

breakfast was a test to see if folks were interested and it was a successful 

test, we’ll be doing more of those in the future. We helped Doc Holiday 

celebrate living on this blue marble for 70 years. Escorting the chicken 

dinners is always an honor on 9/11 for our First Responders. I am trying 

to support other posts, when possible, by attending their events. We had 

a good showing for supporting Chapter 189’s Larry & Teresa’s Memorial 

Poker Run. The SWAT Team Benefit Ride was successful this year due to 

your participation and our Road Captain, Jeff Cox, for putting together 

the ride and escort, great job. I was told that the 12th District Picnic at 

Wickham was of the most successful ones ever held. There were more 

bikes riding up from the south, than I’ve ever seen before! Some of our 

members that are retired were able to go over on a Wednesday and ride 

with District 6 on the Unity Ride around Lake Okeechobee which was 

long, but a ride is a ride. And we just completed a 12th District Unity 

Ride also on the Saturday before Halloween. Riders were asked to wear a 

costume, about half did. A good showing of different post and bikes. 

Thank you all that showed up. This one was for the northern part of the 

district. The next will be going south. We were able to complete two 

Merry-Go�Round rides for the month. I wish we could do more, but we 

get busy on so many events. As always, stay tuned  Thank you all for your 

 52 

Newsletter (Nov/Dec 2022) 

As always, stay tuned on Facebook and see my Chimpmails for more in-

formation about rides and events we will support. Also, sometimes a ride 

will come up in a decision made in the tiki the night before, so if you did-

n’t hear about it, my apologies! Thank you all for your support!  

Brian Yancey Director, Chapter 117  
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Post Calendar  

January 2023 

 54 

ALR D12 Hurricane Relief 

Ride for West Coast 

January 8, 2023 

 

 

Karen Ortiz & Tim 

Morris>> 

 

<<Dana Jackson, 

Glenn Weyant & 

John Rubino 

4 Bikes/2 C&P/            

6 total/726 miles 

Post 358, White City, Florida 



 55 

Jimmy D Benefit Ride 

Jan 14, 2023 

 

Willie Anderegg, Lee Dickens, Brent Jackson, Bob Salvador, Robert 

Smith, Brian Yancey, Bobby Dye, Stan Wood, & Spencer Reinking—

Post 359—Port St John, Titusville, Florida 

11 Bikes 

2 C&P 

13 Total 

1222 miles 

Post 81 
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Post Calendar 

February 2023 

 



 57 

Special Olympics Benefit Run/Event 

February 4, 2023 

During the SALS event, the Riders and other 

members were able to raise $4271 in Honor 

Of Tom Ratcliffe that would also be donated 

to the Special Olympics. 

34 Bikes/2 C&P/53 Total/4028 miles 

Raised $675 

 

 58 

Four Chaplains Sunday/Monument Visit 

February 5, 2023 

A tribute to the Four 

Chaplains of different 

religions, who on that 

eventful day gave up 

their lives to save   

others. This ceremony 

honors their sacrifice 

and one that will 

touch you; so that you 

will never forget their 

story.  ~ CH Donna  

Walkowiak 

Legion Members/Riders 

visited the Four Chaplain’s 

Monument in Sebastian, 

FL. Randy Schmidt, David 

Bolduc, Bruce Walkowiak, 

Stanley Wood, Bobby Dye,  

Matt Matrix, CH Donna 

Walkowiak, George Mar-

cus, Brian Yancey 

1 Bike/6 C&P/              

7 Total/420 miles 



 59 

 

 60 

7th Annual American Legion Rider Summit 

Feb 8—11, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Brian Yancey, Tim Morris  and Stan Wood attend-

ing ALR Summit. Dana Jackson & Brent Jackson 

attended also. 
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7th Annual ALR Summit 2023 

Feb 8-11, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 62 

7th Annual ALR Summit 2023 

Feb 8-11, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 



 63 

7th Annual ALR Summit 2023 

Feb 8-11, 2023 

 

 64 

Poker/Fun Run for Tom Ratcliffe 

Feb 11, 2023 

27 Bikes/7 C&P/53 Total/2120 miles 

Raised $4271 

Red Lipstick Ladies  

“In Honor of” Tom who loved 

red lipstick! Camp Holly 



 65 

Gene Pilot Jr. 

Celebration of Life 

February 19, 2023 

 

 

 66 

Newsletter (Jan/Feb 2023) 

Fellow Legion Riders, November and December are in the books and 

we’ve gotten out and rode for charities and special events. Mike Kelly’s 

Kids without Christmas was very successful and he has already told us he 

wants to do it with us next year. On Veteran’s Day Riders participated in 

escorting the Color Guard to three different retirement homes, the resi-

dents love us coming! While he was still living, we held a benefit for 

Gene Pilot, (God rest his soul), and raised funds to help with his bills. I 

am very grateful that he was able to attend this event. In this theme, un-

fortunately we lost both Gene Pilot and Tom Ratcliffe within a week of 

one another. On December 11, I am truly proud that we had our Ride By 

for Irwin Brown who was celebrating his 100th birthday at the Yellow 

Dog café. 48 bikes with 13 passengers, 15 cages which included 10 PBPD 

vehicles. I know my heart felt special that day! I hope yours did too, 

something to be proud of! On National Wreath Laying Day, Riders partici-

pated in three different events; first was the wreath laying at Fountain-

head Cemetery, second was as always, escorting Santa on the PBFD truck 

for the Kids Christmas party. The kids love it! The third event that day 

was the wreath laying at the post, several Riders participated. I am trying 

to support other posts, when possible, by attending their events. This 

one was for the northern part of the district. The next will be going 

south. We’ve been a little delinquent about the Plaque Game, however 

we just stay so busy and it will not slow down.   
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Newsletter (Jan/Feb 2023) 

As always, stay tuned on Facebook and see my Chimp mails for more in-

formation about rides and events we will support. Also, sometimes a ride 

will come up in a decision made in the tiki the night before, so if you  

didn’t hear about it,  my apologies!  

Brian Yancey Director, Chapter 117  
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Post Calendar 

March 2023 

 

 



 69 

Grant Seafood Festival—Grant, FL 

ISO Project VetRelief 

March 4-5, 2023 

 

 

Brian Yancey & Brent Jackson  

                   Raised $421            Leah 

<<Dana Jackson                          Tim Morris 

 70 

Richard Phillips Down Biker Fund 

6th Birthday Bash 

March 25, 2023 

 

 

Robin Phillips 

Kathy Ansbro 

Leslie Kadlec 

Cathleen Hallock 

 

Legion Riders & Post 

117  hosting event. 

They raised $11,300 for  

the biker fund. 

10 Bikes/10 Total/  

120 miles 
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Post Calendar 

April 2023 

 

 

 72 

Project Vet Relief Event 

Post 117 

April 8, 2023 

 

Stan Wood, Shelby Kennedy 

Brian Yancey & Natalia Yancey 

Mike Ambort  & Linda Silva 

30 Bikes/4 C&P/47 Total/ 

4606 miles 

Raised $3228 
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Marty Spreadbury Benefit Ride 

April 16, 2023 

 74 

In-State Unity Ride 

April 17—April 21, 2023 

#PensacolaRoute 

 

Brent & Dana  

Jackson on the 

#Pensacolaroute 

#bridgetonowhere 

Graffiti Bridge,  

Live Oak, FL 

1 Bike/2 Total/ 

2908 miles 

Panama City, FL 



 75 

In-State Unity Ride 

April 17—April 21, 2023 

#Kissimmee Route 

  Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, Stan 

Wood, Tim Morris,  Brian 

Yancey & Glenn Wyatt 

(Chapter 20 member but 

supports Chapter 117 ). 

3 Bikes/ 4 Total/5824 miles 

 

 

 76 

8th Annual 3 Angels Ball for All Poker Run 

April 22, 2023 

 

Riders and Post 117 hosted event. 

116 Bikes/3 C&P/177 Total/11505 miles 

 



 77 

Vietnam Memorial Wall 

April 30, 2023 

 

American Legion Post 117 Family —Riders Chapter 117,  Squadron 117, Honor Guard,  

and Juniors Unit 117 laying wreaths at the Vietnam Memorial Wall at Wickham park.    

17 Bikes/4 C&P/22 Total/2090 miles 
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Newsletter (Mar/Apr 2023) 

Fellow Legion Riders, January and February are finished. We’ve gotten 

out and rode for charities and special events. We helped a Legion Family 

member, JimmyD, with a benefit ride as well as supported the Jolly Roger 

Poker Run in January. Bike night in January was successful. As February 

rolled in, we got a little busier. The Special Olympics ride for SAL was suc-

cessful and the following week a Tom Ratcliffe Fun Poker Run as well 

helped Special Olympics. During ALR Summit, we had seven members in 

attendance to take classes and bring back to our chapter information to 

make us even more successful. And again, we are getting out and sup-

porting other chapters with their poker runs and activities. Coming up is 

the District Picnic at Post 117 and the Richard Phillips Down Biker Fund 

Ride In. I would appreciate your support for all our events! As always, 

stay tuned on Facebook and see my Chimpmails for more information 

about rides and events we will support. Also, sometimes a ride will come 

up in a decision made in the tiki the night before, so if you didn’t hear 

about it, my apologies! Thank you all for your support!  

Brian Yancey Director, Chapter 117  
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Post Calendar 

May 2023 

 

 80 

Love For Chris 

Benefit Ride 

May 20, 2023 

American Legion  

Department of Florida 

2nd Vice Commander 

Chris Hamrick was 

shown a lot of love from 

his fellow legion mem-

bers. There was a benefit 

ride, raffle, and basket  

raffles in order to raise 

money for Chris and his 

children. 



 81 

Fountainhead Cemetery 

Flags on Service members’ Grave 

May 27, 2023 

 

Riders, Auxilary, and Scouts BSA 

Troop 732 remembering  our 

servicemembers who gave all 

during the  

Memorial Day weekend. May 

you rest in peace and never be 

forgotten! 

9 Bikes/10 Total/250 miles 
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Post Calendar 

June 2023 

 



 83 

Rider’s Tuesday Night  

Cornhole 

 

Rider’s Cornhole 

Tuesday Night 

6:30 pm—Until Complete 

We’ve grown from 5 to 17 teams! 

Thank you Lisa 

Meeks & Tommy 

Griffin & Others who 

have made this 

event a GREAT One! 

 84 

Bike Night / Rider’s Dinner 

June 2022 — June 2023 

Shiela Cline  Burns & Jim Fournier 

“Taco Night” 

Thank You Riders for your Support! 



 85 

 

 

 

 

The American Legion,  

Department of Florida  

104th Statewide Convention 

Lake Buena Vista, Florida 

June 15—18, 2023 

 

 86 

District 12 

Meeting Dates 

 

September 10, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Post 81 Melbourne 

October 22, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wickham Park 

December 17, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post 318 Port St Lucie 

February 4, 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post 359 Port St John 

March 18, 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Post 117 Palm Bay 

May DCC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post 117 Palm Bay 

 

 

 

 



 87 

Contribution: 

 

Thank you Legion Family/Riders for           

assisting me in creating this history 

book for the Legion Riders.  I          

appreciate your time and efforts.      

I couldn’t have done it without  

YOU!  
 

 

 

 

 88 

Index 

A 

Ambort, Michael    72 

American Legion Post 55   46 

American Legion Post 64   38 

American Legion Post 72   28 

American Legion Post 81   55, 86 

American Legion Post 117   7, 14, 21, 27, 37, 43, 49, 63, 68, 70, 75, 86 

American Legion Post 101   36 

American Legion Post 166    36 

American Legion Post 219   26 

American Legion Post 318   96 

American Legion Post 358   54 

American Legion Post Port St John 359   39, 55, 86 

American Legion, 17th Legacy Run     28 

American Legion, 103rd National Convention     29 

American Legion Rider, Chapter 101 , Out-of District MGR     36 

American Legion Rider, D12 Hurricane Relief –Ride for West Coast    54 

 



 89 

Index 

A 

Anderegg, Willie   55 

Ansbro, Kathy   70 

Ashby, David   46 

 

B 

Batten, Hollis   24 

Batten, Starr    24 

Bi-Annual D6R Lake Okeechobee Run   38 

Bike Night/Rider’s Dinner   83 

Bolduc, David   58 

Brody, Kenneth   33 

Bushnell, Florida   36 

 

C 

Campbell, Andy   32 

Camp Boggy Creek   46 

Camp Holly   24, 64 

 90 

Index 

C 

Carl, Bruce   29 

Cline Burns, Shiela   21, 50, 84 

Corey Bagel Shop   46 

Cox, Jeff   21 

Cromer, Bruce   20 

 

D 

Davidson, Bill   20, 48 

Dickens, Lee   33,  55 

District 6 (D6R) Unity Ride   26 

District 12 (D12) Halloween Run   39 

Doc Holiday Birthday Bash   32 

Dye, Bobby   21, 33, 37, 43, 55, 58, 60 

 

E 

Eustis, Florida   46 

 



 91 

Index 

F 

Florida’s 2nd Seven Bridges POW/MIA Remembrance Day Ride   34 

Fort Pierce, Florida   42 

Fountainhead Cemetery: Flags on Servicemembers Grave   81 

Fountainhead Funeral Home & Memorial Park   48, 81 

Four Chaplains Sunday/Monument Viist   58-59 

Fournier, Jim   26, 84 

Fruitland, Florida   26 

 

G 

Gene Pilot’s Benefit Ride   44 

Gene Pilot’s Celebration of Life   65 

Graffiti Bridge   74 

Grant Seafood Festival-Project Vet Relief   69 

Grant, Florida   69 

Griffin, Tommy   83 

Guljord, Leah   17, 21, 24, 39, 69 

 

 92 

Index 

H 

Hallock, Cathleen   70 

Hamrick, Chris   80 

Hamrick, Penny   80 

Holiday, Doc   32 

Homosassa, Florida   36 

Honor Guard, Post 117   77 

Hutchinson, Anita   46 

 

I 

In-State Unity Ride 2023: #Pensacolaroute   74 

In-State unity Ride 2023: #Kissimmeeroute   75 

Installation of Officers   21 

 

J 

Jackson, Dana 21, 26, 36, 42, 46, 50, 60, 69, 74 

Jackson, Brent  20,  26, 28, 34, 36, 42, 46, 49, 50, 55, 60, 69, 74 



 93 

Index 

J 

Jackson, Serenity    49 

Jacksonville, Florida   34 

Jimmy “D” Donovan Benefit Ride   55 

Johnson, Rick   46 

Juniors Unit 117   77 

 

K 

Kadlec, Leslie   70 

Kennedy, Shelby   72 

 

L 

Lake Buena Vista, Florida   86 

Live Oak, Florida   74 

Love for Chris Benefit Ride   80 

Lugo, Jocelyn “JoJo”   27 

Lugo, Joshua “JJ”   27 

 

 94 

Index 

M 

Malabar Fire Station   33 

Malabar, Florida   33 

Marcheggiani, Joseph   29 

Marcheggiani, Lin   29 

Marcus, George   58 

Marty Spreadbury “We Love You” Benefit Ride      73 

Matrix, Matt   58 

McGarry, Kevin   33 

Meeks, Lisa   26, 50, 83 

Mike Kelly’s Kids Without A Christmas Run   43 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin   28, 29 

Mobile, Alabama   28 

Morris, Timothy  “Tim”   26, 29, 34, 36, 38, 49, 50, 54, 60, 69, 75 

 

N 

 

 



 95 

Index 

O 

Oaks, Kim   50 

Orlando, Florida   20 

Ortiz, Karen   26, 34, 46, 54, 75 

Orzechowski, Rick   29 

 

P 

Palm Bay Fire Station   33, 49 

Palm Bay Police Department Staff   33 

Palm Bay Swat Team Benefit Ride   37 

Panama City, Florida    74 

Patrick Space Force Base Children’s Christmas Project   50 

Patriot Biker’s navy UDT-Seal Muster Ride   42 

Patriot’s Day   33 

Perkins, Paul   26 

Pettinicchio Jr, John “Santa”   43 

 

 

 96 

Index 

P 

Phillips, Robin   70 

Pilot Jr, Gene   18, 44,  65 

Poker/Fun Run for Tommy “Tom” Ratcliffe   65 

Project Vet Relief Event   72 

PSFB Airmen   50 

 

Q 

Quinones, Genesis   27 

Quinones, Jayleen   27 

 

R 

Ratcliffe, Tommy “Tom”   18, 32,  57, 64 

Reinking, Spencer   55 

Respante, Frank   18, 23 

Richard Phillips Down Biker Fund 6th Birthday Bash   70 

Rider’s Fire Truck Escort ISO Auxillary Children’s Christmas Party   49 

 



 97 

Index 

R 

Rider’s Tuesday Night Cornhole   83 

Rider’s Chapter 117   77 

Roberts, Barry   28 

Rubino, John   54 

S 

Salvador, Bob   55 

Schmidt, Randy   58 

Scouts BSA Troop 732   81 

Sebastian, Florida   58 

Silva, Linda   72 

Smith, Robert   21, 27, 32, 33, 37, 38, 55 

Special Olympics Benefit Run/Event   57 

Spellman, Eric   37 

Squadron 117   77 

Struven, Terry   32 

Swat Team   37 

 98 

Index 

T 

The American Legion, 17th Legacy Run   28 

The American Legion, 103rd National Convention   29 

The American Legion, Department of Florida, 103rd Statewide             

Convention    20 

The American Legion, Department of Florida, 104th  Statewide            

Convention    85 

The American Legion Riders, Department of Florida   50 

The 7th Annual American Legion Rider Summit   60, 61, 62, 63 

The 8th Annual 3 Angels Ball for All Poker Run   76 

The 28th Annual Bruce Rossmeyer Ride for Children Benefitting Camp  

Boggy Creek   46 

Thomas IV, Charles F. CPT    5, 6, 48 

Titusville, Florida    39, 55 

 

U 

 

 



 99 

Index 

V 

Vietnam Memorial Wall Escort/Event   77 

Viera, Florida   50 

 

W 

Walkowiak, Bruce   50, 58 

Walkowiak, Donna   48, 50, 58 

Walmart   50 

Weyant, Glen   26, 34, 37, 46, 54, 75 

White City, Florida   54 

Whitney, William “Pineapple”   33 

Wickham Park   77, 86 

Wood, Stanley “Stan”   21, 26, 33, 37, 38, 43, 55, 58, 60, 72, 75 

Wreaths Across America   48 

WWII Veteran Irwin “Brownie” Brown Drive-By   47 

 

X 

 

 100 

Index 

Y 

Yancey, Brian    21, 26, 38, 39, 55, 58, 60, 69, 72, 75 

Yancey, Natalia    26, 72 

Yellow Dog Café   47 

 

Z 

 


